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DANIEL FRANCESCHINI-PIIL 
Petition 

Ms J.A. Radisich, on behalf of Mr A.J. Carpenter, presented the following petition bearing the signature of one 
person - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, bring to your attention the situation of Daniel Franceschini-Piil and family. 
Daniel is a four year old little boy.  He lives in Bibra Lake with his parents, Louisa and Robert, and his 
younger brother, Samuel. 

Daniel has been diagnosed with severe Autism.  Daniel can be very anti social and extremely aggressive 
towards himself and others.  Daniel has no concept of danger or fear.  As such, to ensure Daniel’s own 
safety as well as his brother’s, Samuel, he requires constant supervision. 

This has limited Daniel’s and his family’s ability to participate in family outings and every day 
activities.  Daniel’s family find even a visit to extended family or friends, or a walk, or a visit to the 
park an extremely stressful and taxing experience, especially if they find Daniel needs to be restrained 
due to an outburst of aggression. 

Further, Samuel has been assessed as having delayed language and communication skills and delayed 
play skills.  Robert and Louisa are torn between the two boys, with both having such critical 
developmental needs.  Being exposed to Daniel has contributed to Samuel’s delays and has been 
detrimental to his development.  Also, due to Daniel’s extreme behaviours, Robert and Louisa are 
unable to devote the time to Samuel that he desperately needs. 

Daniel receives only one hour of funded therapy (early intervention) a week.  Even then, on many 
occasions this has not been able to occur through no fault of the family.  Early intervention is crucial for 
Daniel at this stage of his life as he approaches his schooling years.  To try to ensure Daniel receives the 
therapy he needs, Robert and Louisa pay for Daniel to attend two sessions of occupational therapy per 
week, one individual session and one group session.  They also pay for Daniel to attend a Day Care 
Centre for three hours a week to develop his social skills and to have special reading, writing and 
swimming lessons. 

All this has resulted in an enormous amount of financial and emotional stress upon the family.  Robert 
works Monday to Friday while Louisa works the weekends, to financially support Daniel’s therapy 
needs.  They are in desperate need of funding assistance for therapies and behavioural management 
programmes for their son to have a future.  They would love for their son to be able to attend 
mainstream school or simply be able to attend friends birthday parties.  Early intervention is the key. 

The family is on the brink of collapse.  If they do not get the support they need, they will not be able to 
care for Daniel within their family home for much longer.  All this, and we haven’t even begun to tell 
you about Samuel. 

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly give urgent attention to: 
The provision of the therapy support services needed by Western Australian children with disabilities 
currently unable to access the support they need to provide them with the opportunity to develop their 
potential. 

[See petition No 305.] 
 


